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Community members giving feedback 
on their ideal library preferences.

BACKGROUND

Jefferson County Public Library (JCPL) has started the process of 
creating a new library for Northwest Jefferson County. As part of the 
efforts to engage the community in this important project, JCPL 
began stakeholder engagement in 2022 to gather feedback about 
the upcoming Northwest Jeffco Library project. 
 

APPROACH 

As part of a broader community listening strategy, JCPL conducted 
multiple rounds of interviews with prominent stakeholders, 
including elected officials, community leaders, and other 
influencers. The interviews were conducted by members of the 
JCPL leadership team.   

The 2022 stakeholder interviews focused on broad feedback 
to guide the overall site selection process. Interviews that took 
place in 2023 focused on the specific selected site and included 
conversations about successfully engaging this growing 
community. Facilitated community engagement was conducted in 
September and October 2024 to invite feedback on library design, 
programs and services. 

Stakeholder 
Engagement 
Report
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STAKEHOLDERS ENGAGED AS OF DECEMBER 2023:

Abel Montoya, Director of Development and 
Transportation (9/14/22)

Amanda Rieter, Candelas Resident (9/5/23)

Brady Porterfield-Finn, Neighborhood Engagement 
Coordinator, City of Arvada (11/7/23)

Brett Vernon, Leyden Rock HOA President (8/21/23)

Brianna Titone, Representative (10/19/22)

Chris O’Keefe, Jeffco Planning and Zoning (12/21/22)

Cimarron Metro District (6/5/23)

County Division Department Directors (DDD); (3/10/23)

Daniel Ryley, Arvada Economic Development Association 
(9/16/22) 

Doug Rex, Executive Director DRCOG (9/20/22)

Emma Marion, Director of Community Affairs for 
Congressman Joe Neguse

Gregg Bradbury, Real Estate/Land Development (9/15/22)

Jansen Tidmore, Jeffco EDC (9/8/22)

Jeff Nading, GTC (10/11/22)

Jennifer Black, Three Creeks Librarian

Jessie Danielson, Senator (9/20/22)

Joe Hengstler, Arvada Business Improvement District 
(9/12/22)

Joe Kerby, Jefferson County Manager (5/19/23)

Kami Welch, Chamber of Commerce (11/3/22)

Kat Douglas, Director of Jeffco Housing, Economic and 
Employment Services (2022)

Kate Newman, Interim Jefferson County Manager 
(9/15/22)

Katherine Dockerty, DTL Westwood Elementary (12/7/23)

Libby Szabo (9/23)

Lorie Gillis, Arvada City Manager (3/9/23)

Marc Williams, Arvada Mayor

Matt Valente, Trailstone (3/10/23)

Dr. Michele Haney, President of Red Rocks Community 
College (9/9/22)

Pat Bolton, Executive Director TRIAD Early Childhood 
Council (9/13/22)

Ryan Stachelski, Director of Community and Economic 
Development at City of Arvada (9/7/22)

Steven Bell, President of DeAngelis Center Foundation 
(11/21/22)

Renee Nicothodes, Chief Academic Officer

Jennifer Black, Three Creeks Librarian (11/28/23)

Tracy Dorland, Jeffco Schools Superintendent (10/17/22)

Tracy Kraft-Tharp, County Commissioner (10/7/22)

Jefferson Center Metro District (5/12/23)

Vauxmont Metro District (5/16/23)

Whisper Creek HOA Board (6/9/23)
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QUESTIONS POSED TO STAKEHOLDERS:

2022

2023

What community needs are you seeing? What needs do you see for 
kids, teens, adults, older adults, and underrepresented members of 
our community?

What are some different ways we might engage technology, 
healthcare and other businesses in the region?

We’re interested in partnering with other entities. Do you know of any 
properties or partners we might want to speak with?

Who else do you think we should talk to for insights into the needs of 
the community?

What have you heard about the project?

What is your advice on engaging this community?

Do you have feedback about our process?

What opposition, if any, might we expect?

How can we partner to create this awesome community amenity?

Community members giving feedback 
on their ideal children’s space.
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GENERAL POPULATION

Enhanced Infrastructure and Meeting Spaces
Broadband and transportation are a current focus for the 
community’s development. Stakeholders emphasized 
community focal points like community centers, 
business development centers and meeting rooms as a 
high priority for the library. 

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

Healthcare and Technology
There are opportunities to engage with local businesses 
and healthcare providers, especially mental health, and 
technology businesses to enhance community services. 
This includes offering technology training and access to 
digital resources.

Educational Institutions
Partnerships with local schools and colleges can provide 
educational programs and community services. This 
includes technology training, access to educational 
resources, and support for students’ mental health and 
financial struggles.

2022: Feedback on Site Selection  

Stakeholder Interview Insights

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

Event Spaces
There is a strong demand for community event spaces 
that can host activities like music events, performances 
and educational programs.

Educational Programs
Stakeholders emphasized the need for after-school 
programs, summer activities, and partnerships with 
universities to bring STEM programs to the area.

OLDER ADULTS

Healthcare Access
There is a significant need for improved healthcare 
access, including telemedicine services and partnerships 
with healthcare providers to offer private rooms for 
virtual doctor visits at the library.

Social Services
Enhanced social services for older adults, particularly 
in transportation and long-term care, are crucial. 
Stakeholders suggested coordinating with RTD around 
public transportation to the new library location.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND SUPPORT 

Active Involvement
Stakeholders emphasized the importance of engaging 
with residents through community events, newsletters, 
and social media. They expressed enthusiasm and a 
willingness to support the new library project by helping 
with public relations and community outreach.

COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS AND NEEDS 

Demographic Diversity
The community has a mix of families with young 
children, empty nesters, and veterans. Stakeholders 
emphasized the need for programs that meet these 
various community members, highlighting the 
possibility of increased connections between the new 
library and the local public school.

Local History and Culture
The rich history of the area, including historical figures, 
native tribes, and unique local flora and fauna, was 
highlighted. This history is a point of pride and could be 
incorporated into the library’s programs and exhibits. 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND ACCESSIBILITY 

Location and Accessibility
Stakeholders emphasized the need for accessible 
locations, safe crossing points, and adequate parking. 
They also suggested integrating local trail systems into 
the design. 

2023: Feedback on Specific Site 

The following common themes regarding the new Northwest 
Jeffco Library emerged from the stakeholder interviews:
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While the questions and approaches differed, the 
following themes emerged across all stakeholder and 
community engagement:

Offer a Wide Variety of Programming for All Ages

Include Flexible Spaces

Encourage Library Fit with the Environment

Design Library with a Focus on Accessibility

Feedback included the desire for a colorful, fun, 
and flexible area for teens that includes study 
spaces and areas to hang out.

Adults wanted a variety of class options, with sit/
stand workstations, flexible seating, and a quiet 
room to read or work.

There was a consensus that the building design 
should fit with the environment, have abundant 
natural light, use natural materials, and be 
accessible for all.

The community voiced support for a focus on outdoor 
spaces, with learning and play spaces, shaded areas, 
shelter from the wind, and flexible seating.

Access to technology resources is important to this 
community, including remote work and collaboration 
spaces, flexible workstations, and maker’s spaces.

For children, the community seeks a private, 
colorful, and fun space that features interactive play 
opportunities, comfortable seating, and outdoor access.

Alignment with Facilitated 
Community Engagement

Where Feedback Differs

The facilitated community engagement feedback had a greater focus on Library design, spaces and programs, so it 
had inherently different outcomes. 
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Community Survey Demographics
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Community Survey Results
1. What kinds of things do you do when not at home, work or school?
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Community Survey Results
3. What word(s) would you use to describe what a new library in northwest Jefferson County would mean to you?
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Community Survey Results
5. Which of the following library activities would you do at the new Northwest Jeffco Library? Please check all that apply.
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Community Survey Results
6. Of the items selected in question 5, please rank them in order of importance to you, with 1 being the most important.

Those ranked as 1 were weighted highest with 17 points, and those ranked as 
17 were weighted lowest with 1 point. The point totals were then summed to 
determine overall ranking.
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Community Survey Results
7. The following items are special library offerings. Do any of these appeal to you? (Interested/Not Interested)
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Community Survey Results
8. The following questions speak to the environment of the library’s physical space. Please tell us how important these are to you:
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Community Survey Results
9. When you visit a library are you looking for a quiet space or a space with a comfortable conversation noise level? Please use the
slider to indicate the level of loudness preferred.

*The sliding scale ranged from 1 to 10, where 1 indicated the quietest and 10 indicated the loudest.
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Community Survey Results
10. What services, resources, programs or media could the library add to our current offerings to help you reach your personal,
educational or work goals?
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Community Survey Results
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Staff Survey Results
1. Please tell us how important the following features would be in the new Northwest Jeffco Library. (Rank your top 5)
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Staff Survey Results
2. There are so many exciting things happening in libraries all over the world. You’ve probably read or heard about some innovative 
ideas. If you could pick the ONE big idea that would make a WOW at the new Northwest Jeffco Library, what would it be?
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Staff Survey Results
3. Please share any recommendations you have for the staff experience at the new library.
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Staff Survey Results
3. Please share any recommendations you have for the staff experience at the new library.
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September Engagement Results
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Candelas Festival - Engagement Results
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Leyden Rock Fall Fest - Engagement Results
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INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

TEEN SPACE
INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

ESPACIO PARA ADOLESCENTES

Oct. 9th

1. Fun nooks

Oct. 12th

1. Love the sitting space love 
it

2.Fun imaginative seating 
choices

Oct. 9th

1. Clean design

2. Multiple seating + 
collaboration opportunities

3. Nooks/privacy space

Oct. 12th

1.  Whiteboard/smartboard

2.  Would like to see 
computers in teen spaces for 
their use

3. Need chairs with regular 
backs + regular seats + tables

4. Like the built-in benches 
for adult spaces as well

5. Collaborative space is a 
must

Oct. 9th

1. Love the steps

2. Looks cozy

3. Natural light, steps, 
collaboration

4.seating/wood

Oct. 12th

1.  Tiered seating + 
mixed media options + 
conversation hangout space

2. Collaborative space

3. Guest speaker space

4. Great for meetings/
speakers

5. Good for meetings + 
conferences

Oct. 9th

1. Love it, high ceilings, open 
space, subtle colors

2. Like the light

3.Combo of natural light, 
large open space

Oct. 12th

1.  Love large windows and 
open space

2. Love the second story

3. Love all the bright 
windows

Oct. 9th

1. Like art + murals in general

2. Art

Oct. 12th

1. The mural provides bright 
colors while keeping the rest 
neutral and calm

2. Like the mural

3. Mural opportunities from 
local artists

4. Love the idea of murals, 
art for everyone, especially 
work by kids

Oct. 9th

1. Chairs disruptive to 
shelving + browsing?

2. Too much play feature for 
little kids

Oct. 12th

1.  Worried about the 
swinging into people + 
books

Oct. 12th

1.  Seating looks 
uncomfortable

Oct. 12th

1.  Adult-like office space

2. Too blocked off and bland 
color choices

Oct. 12th

1.  Tiered seating is more 
adult

2. Make this a very flexible, 
multi-purpose room for 
different events

Oct. 12th

1.  Individual seating

2. Too much stairs

3. Seats look uncomfortable

4. Needs more seating 
options

1

2

3

4

5
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INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

Oct. 9th

1. Love the color

2. Funky, flexible, seating

Oct. 12th

1. Love photo 1 big space lots
of seating options

2. Bright colors

3. Love the bright colors
+ versatile open seating
options

4. Open light, inspiring

5. Creative teen space with
many space use options

Oct. 9th

1. Enclosed!

2. Break out rooms

Oct. 12th

1. Like for study space good
for research

Oct. 9th

1. Love outdoor group + solo
space

Oct. 12th

1. More collaborative indoor/
outdoor space

2. Love the outdoor + nature
areas

3. Fucntionality vs. aesthetic

4. Mix 1 + 3

5. Community space, activity
rooms, personal space to be
away from adults

6. Love the openness.

7. Need quiet contained
spaces for kids who are not
social

Oct. 9th

1. Pockets for group or
individual

2. Flexible options for
programming, solo + group
seating

3. Like the hamuks

4. Great hammoks, good for
variety

5. Love the hammocks -
need washing machine

6. Green accents and seating

Oct. 12th

1. Love photo 2

2. Love the seating!

3. I like the chairs/seating

4. Second this

Oct. 9th

1. Too much color

2. Too busy

Oct. 12th

1. Living room style

Oct. 9th

1. Sterile

2. Needs more tables for
studying

Oct. 12th

1. Dislike classroom style

2. Looks too corporate
business

Oct. 12th

1. How can we make the
seating more comfortable +
inviting?

Oct. 9th

1.Prefer a more finished feel

2. ?Teen appeal?

3. Uncomfortable, not
practical for studying

Oct. 12th

1. Looks uncomfortable +
unfinished

2. Who would actually
sit here - looks so
uncomfortable!

Oct. 9th

1. No hammocks

2. Hammocks + stools
not practical, benches
uncomfortable

3. Too much of play feature
for little kids

Oct. 12th

1. Will this be easily
damaged? Easy to clean/
maintain?

Oct. 12th

1. Love the coffee shop vibes.
Seating with tiers is very
modern

1

2

3

4

5
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Oct. 9th

1. Natural/wood feautures

2. Natural is nice

3. Love the wood and “tree” 
feel

4. Lower bookshelves in kids 
area for visibility 

Oct. 12th

1. Love the 3-D tree + reading 
nook

2. This design feels like it 
honors Colorado

3. Fun furniture for kids

4. Like 3d reading nook

5. Natural elements of 
Colorado mixed with 
comfortable seating + open 
spaces

6. Feels like a tree house

7. Imaginative + fun

8. Nature-inspired

9. Noisy space dedicated tp 
children less stressful for 
parents

10. Books forest

11. Love the reading cubbies

3. It looks like a play room

4. Cozy reading space

5. Love the stools

6.Clever reading nooks

5. Storage for outdoor 
toys (the wind is strong in 
Candelas, toys will blow 
away)

6.Outdoor play space with 
shade + wind protection

7. Open seating, variety of 
reading spaces

8.Love to see kids sitting on 
the floor.

9.Would want both active 
places + quiet places for kids

Oct. 9th

1. Low furniture

2. Colors + diverse seating

3. Love the colors

4. Love the colors, very 
inviting + fun

5. Pops of color, accessible 
seating

Oct. 12th

1. Soft surfaces + cozy feel. 
Quiet spaces for reading

2. Kids space needs noise 
control from rest of library

Oct. 9th

1. Like natural light pattern.

2. Love the shade, love the 
nature design in the wood, 
like that it is set apart from 
the main area. 

3. Indoor/outdoor space, 
natural light, movement 
opportunities

4. Like community room 
connected to outdoors for 
story time

Oct. 12th

1. Indoor/outdoor

2.Love photo #3

3. Spacious. Sunroof + shade

4. Love indoor/outdoor 
spaces

Oct. 9th

1. Flexible for programming

2. Nice carpet, shades, table

Oct. 12th

1. Natural elements 
incorporated + light

2. Cevered outdoor space 
hybrid with overhead doors

3. Lots of natural light

4. Separate children’s area

5. Separated from the main 
library w/ glass doors helps 
kids less likely to get scolded 
for being loud. Let them 
play!

Oct. 9th

1.  Trees

Oct. 12th

1. Outdoor space to play 
would be good

2. Ability to sit + read on the 
floor

3. Outdoor storytime space 
would be amazing. Shaded 
w/ floor that can be easily 
cleaned. 

4. Do like both but outdoor 
with air and sunlight

Oct. 9th

1. Too colorful could date it

2. Separate space for kids

Oct. 12th

1. Outdoor shade

Oct. 12th

1. They need to be EASY to 
keep clean (reading cubbies)

Oct. 9th

1. Not comfortable, too small

Oct. 12th

1. Dark space, not as flexible.

2. Sports fields (more/want)

3. Outdoor concrete steps

4. Looks like hard surfaces + 
uncomfortable

INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

CHILDREN’S SPACE
ESPACIO PARA NIÑOS

1

2

3

4

5
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Oct. 9th

1. Such a fun environment!

2. Trees + forest feel

3. Like the scape + 
opportunities for 
imagination play

4. Free play opportunity, 
colors

5. “wooded” play area!

Oct. 12th

1. Yr-round children’s 
playspace

2. Nature theme

3. Love the nature theme 
and sctivity space for kids

4. Yes

5. Including natural themes 
into design + functional 
seating

6. Nature theme, explore 
spaces

7. Nature and good looking

5. Outdoor sculptural play

6. Yes!!!!!!!!!

7. We like the color

8. Bright colors

9. Active play

Oct. 9th

1. Very fun + appealing to 
kids

2. Active

3. Love the colors

Oct. 12th

1. Its cool and needs a soccer 
net

2. Great space for inspiration 
great example for color 
theory

3. Like this

4. Fun colorful outdoor play 
space

Oct. 9th

1. Cozy notes

2. Cool

3. Whimsical, variety of 
seating

4. Love the set up

Oct. 12th

1. Nature theme, play space 
for all ages, bright colors

2. I like the egg chair

3. Unique seating + book 
display

4. Like it

5. Maybe you should add a 
fake tree!

Oct. 9th

1. Too playground feeling for 
inside

Oct. 12th

1. To hard to keep kids safe

2. Storytime space needs to 
be larger or more open

Oct. 9th

1. Too much

2. Too busy not useful

Oct. 9th

1. Too distracting for little 
kids

Oct. 12th

1. Hard to monitor for safety

Oct. 9th

1. Movement + discovery, 
natural play

Oct. 12th

1. Tactile

2. Natural decor and outdoor 
environments

3. Enclosed outdoor play

4. +1 to fenced outdoor space

5. Maintained outdoor play 
space, kept clean, clean 
water play, no wasps

6. Like it

7. Outdoor play area

8. Love the ideas Anderson 
Hallas and team always 
bring to community spaces!

Oct. 9th

1. Love natural elements

2. Awesome! Need bigger 
ones for big kids :)

3. Movement + nature 
discovery play

4. Kids will use stumps as 
balance play

Oct. 12th

1. Active play area outside

2. Garden area

3. Like it

4. Interactive

5. This invites exploring 
nature!

6. Active play

7. Outdoor play, interactive 
play

8. Outdoor Education Garden

CHILDREN’S SPACE
ESPACIO PARA NIÑOS

1

2

3

4

5
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OUTDOOR SPACE
ESPACIO EXTERIOR

Oct. 9th

1. Covered- still outside 
if weather turns. 
Configuration, flexibility in 
seating (small group/large 
gathering), seating type 
(cozy and comfortble), stage/
platform

2. Very comfortable

3. Love! Large area, very 
comfortable, shade is great

4. Comfortable/multiple 
options

Oct. 12th

1. Lots of outdoor seating

2. Best option- soft seating 
outdoors with different 
heights/surfaces- very 
flexible

3. Outdoor spaces for adults 
+ teens + shaded

4. Courtyards better for 
wind!

5. Feels supportive of being 
social with strangers (which 
I think our culture really 
needs)

Oct. 12th

1. I love them all! I would 
love shade + flowers + water 
feature

2. All of this is lovely

3. Love shade, love plazas, 
love big rocks + nature play, 
love water feature?

Oct. 9th

1. Like the shade

Oct. 12th

1. Lots of seating with 
different options

2. Courtyard with tables to 
eat + work at would be nice, 
but it needs to withstand 
strong winds. 

3. Love the top slats creating 
shade for seating area.

4. Hoping there I will also 
be adult seating area for 
both disabled + handicap 
challenged people

5. Like openness

6. Shelter from craxy wind + 
area to eat outside

7. Like some shade, natural 
plants

Oct. 9th

1. Would love a community 
garden

Oct. 12th

1. Garden environment

2. Great opportunity to teach 
about native plants

3. But looking forward to 
being in all areas of our new, 
well designed, library, thank 
you all

4. Xeroscape garden yes!

5.Taking advantage of native 
plants and views. 

6. Natives, get kids outside

Oct. 9th

1. Covered quiet space

Oct. 12th

1. Would be great to have 
plaques for plants- maybe 
partner w/ botanic gardens. 
Also bird viewing platform/
signage. Hare hands-on 
all ages learning area for 
building sustainability-wind 
etc. Partner with NREL. 
Tactile/living sustainability 
lab

Oct. 9th

1. Limited space, no shade

Oct. 9th

1. Seating not comfortable

Oct. 12th

1. Would love coffee and/or 
smoothie bar

Oct. 12th

1. Outdoor space need power 
outlets too

Oct. 12th

1. Seats look very 
uncomfortable
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INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

OUTDOOR SPACE
ESPACIO EXTERIOR

Oct. 9th

1. Looks comfortable

2. Good seating + nice design

3.Like the curves

Oct. 12th

1. Yes to outdoor space with 
shade + trees

2. Might be really cool to 
have outdoor ampitheater to 
hold events. Take advantage 
of sites amaxing views!

3. Love this! How far is the 
nearest coffee bar?Make 
sure there’s shade. 

4. I love monkey bars!

5. Like it. Need to account for  
hurricane force winds which 
are frequent

6. Looks like a reading spot

3. Looks like space for 
community program

4. Event space + social 
meetups

5. Great for seating but ass 
local art

6. This is great for outdoor 
programming + activities

7. Like

4. Like

5. Yes! Yes! Yes!

6. Yesssss

7.YES

8. I really like this one

9. #4 is awesom looking

Oct. 9th

1. Natural play spaces

2. Encouraging movement 
outside!

Oct. 12th

1. Love the natural elements 
of rocks + water

2. Love photo 2

3. Walking space + trails

4. Love the exercise space for 
bigger kids

5.Splash pad would be great! 
More structured outdoor play

6. Really like xeriscape

Oct. 9th

1. I like the classic commons 
feel

2. Good design for storytime

3. Programming!

Oct. 12th

1. Event spacing + public 
auditorium

2. Outdoor program space 
is nice. This version doesnt 
look practical (how is grass 
cut?)

Oct. 9th

1. Nice shade, good for 
storytime

2.Movement, programming, 
sun + shade

Oct. 12th

1. Great outdoor space for 
interactive play

2. Childrens space for 
reading + playground

3. Outdoor art classes

Oct. 12th

1. Love the art

2. Water geature + art 
feature would be nice 
ambiance

3. Community artist 
opportunity

Oct. 9th

1. Limited space, no shade

Oct. 9th

1. Limited space, no shade

Oct. 12th

1. Would love to see art 
incorporated on the walking 
paths

2. Add a basketball court

3.  Would like to see 
interactive stations

Oct. 12th

1. No grass/lawn

2. It needs a basketball court

Oct. 9th

1. Not comfortable, no shade, 
not attractive

Oct. 12th

1. Not dun enough for me to 
run around

2. Prefer a more natural 
space

3. Kids space shall be 
creative + flexible but 
also a bit more structural. 
Accessibility is a must for all 
kids

1

2

3

4

5



INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

Oct. 9th

1. Materials + Lines

Oct. 12th

1. Sustainable net-zero

Oct. 12th

1. Very nicely built + hoping 
to also have seating covered, 
outdoor area as well. Great 
job!

2. Yes, needs to be built to 
withstand hurricane force 
winds- very common

Oct. 9th

1. Materials + Lines

2. Love the windows + height 
+ design

Oct. 12th

1. Shape + materials. Flatirons 
as form. 

2. Love the roof

3. Love this! Great design + 
windows

4. This design belongs in 
Colorado!

5. Like the windows + shape 
+ modern mountain feel

6. Like mountain feel

7. Like it

Oct. 12th

1. I like the colors and design 
of #5

2. Like all the colors

Oct. 9th

1. Not CO

2. modern look doesnt go 
with mountain area

3. #1,2,3,4,5 very beautiful 
but too much. If scaled down 
would like building better

Oct. 12th

1. This is better for an art 
museum

2. Looks like a wall, dont like

3. Beautiful but doesnt feel 
comfortable + inviting

Oct. 12th

1. Too industrial/feels private 
not inviting

2. No

Oct. 12th

1. Doesnt feel inviting + 
comfortable

2. Light, light, light!

3. Feels odd+ chaotic

4. Closes off the space, 
obstructs mountain views

5. These will all blow away in 
the wind. 

6. Want it to look like context

Oct. 9th

1. Doesn’t feel wlecoming. 
Appears like there wont be 
very much light inside

2.Do not like modern design

Oct. 12th

1. Ugly!!

2. Way too modern

3. Too downtown Denver, not 
enough Arvada

4. Too linear + contemporary

5. No

BUILDING DESIGN
DISEÑO DEL EDIFICIO
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INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

Oct. 9th

1. Lines + dark brick

2. Everything + color and 
scale

Oct. 12th

1.  Like all the windows

2. I like the slanted roof, one 
slant is unique- more is too 
much

Oct. 9th

1. Love tree + stone + bridge 
+ windows

Oct. 12th

1. Like it!

2. Exterior design has a 
“Colorado” look

3. Love windows in photos 
3+4. Love the patio in photo 
5. 

4. Love this

5. Really like this

6. Like outdoor water feature

Oct. 9th

1. Love the 2nd story 
windows, it will be great 
light for the interior. Also 
love the exterior wood- goes 
with Colorado. 

2. 2nd Story clerestory space, 
natural light

Oct. 12th

1. Like windows + outdoor 
seating

2. Like the warm wood + 
windows on options 2+3

4. Like outdoor seating area

5. Love outdoor seating 
suggestions

6. Love the two story design 
for more space

7. Mountain chalet

8. Indoor/outdoor space 
options

Oct. 9th

1. Love all the windows

2. A lot of natural light

3. Love mass timber look

Oct. 12th

1. Love the high-entry + 
windows, and integrating 
outdoor space at the front 
via seating

2. Shape

3. Like it

4. This feels very Arvada, CO. 
Add outdoor seating

5. Love large windows w/ 
natural light.

6. Love outdoor seaing with 
coffee lights vibes

Oct. 9th

1. Design seems dated

Oct. 12th

1. Needs mor color + natural 
landscape elements

2. Cold, does not fit 
neighborhood

Oct. 12th

1. No bike parking (I want 
some)

Oct. 12th

1. Would love to see second 
floor patio for reading

2. Sun drenched hard 
scaped are never used. Visit 
Promenade ice rink for local 
example.

Oct. 12th

1. Very standard kinda boring

BUILDING DESIGN
DISEÑO DEL EDIFICIO
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INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

Oct. 9th

1. Serene

2. Like the light on the walls 
but need work tables

3. Appealing, quiet

4. Natural light

Oct. 12th

1.  Like the chairs 
comfortable

2. Floor to ceiling windows, 
light + views

3. Big, open space, lots of 
natural light.

4. Love the natural light 
without it being blinding

5. View, light screens

Oct. 9th

1. Love the windows, the 
height, the tables but stools 
are not practical

2. Wood=warm

3. High ceilings

4. Very nice meat space, cute

5. Nice display spaces

6. Built-in game/meeting 
space i.e. chess table? board 
games

Oct. 12th

1. Seats look comfortable, 
like the tables

2. Lounge seating and desk 
seating, work + pleasure

3. Nice “Colorado” styling

4. Love high ceilings

5. Variety of spaces

6. More Colorado

7. Booths, acoustic furniture. 
Study rooms- overflow. 
Drop-in spaces- cozy. 
Combo- White + natural 
views. Colorado Style. 

Oct. 9th

1. Love the pod! but table 
need to be bigger + they 
should NOT face each other

2.Like individual pods

Oct. 12th

1. Needs more functional 
options like this for work 
with desk height and outlets

2. Yes to chairs

3. Private booths are nice for 
those who need to work

4. Co-working type spaces 
are great

5. Love the chairs

Oct. 9th

1. Natural light

2. Light indoor/outdoor

3. Love this space, the feel, 
the lights, the wood

Oct. 12th

1. Indoor/outdoor good for 
weather

2.Love photo #5

3. Indoor/outdoor

4.Shading/not too hot

5. Very nice. Looking forward 
to spending time working in 
area with windows + natural 
light

6. Love natural light with 
large areas w/ a variety of 
seating options

Oct. 9th

1. Windows and light

2. Natural light and view

3. Light!

Oct. 12th

1. Carpet- acoustics

2.  Windows are great, 
especially at this location

3. Views of Colorado 
outdoors

4. Colorado feel

5. Relaxing windows, shelves 
and chairs for reading

6. Comfy chairs

7. Voews

Oct. 9th

1.Bookshelves not practical

Oct. 12th

1. Ottomans less practical

Oct. 12th

1. More cozy, comfortable, 
dont overheat

2. Not enough seating for 
the space it takes up

Oct. 12th

1. Too sterile

2. Too few seating + not 
enough seating options

3. Not welcoming

Oct. 9th

1. Cold

2. Too blade runner-ish

3. Too business type

Oct. 12th

1. Feels like a coffin

2. “coworking” space

Oct. 9th

1. Too cut off from main 
library

2. Need more cozy reading 
nooks

ADULT SPACE
ESPACIO PARA ADULTOS
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INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

TECHNOLOGY
TECNOLOGÍA

INSTRUCTIONS: Let us know what you like 
and don’t like from the images by writing your 
comments on a sticky note.

INSTRUCCIONES: Haznos saber lo que te gusta y lo 
que no te gusta de las imágenes escribiendo tus 
comentarios en una nota adhesiva.

Oct. 9th

1. Promote creativity

2. Love this idea- multi-use

3. Good for teens

4. 3-D printer w/ avail. 
instruction

5.Multi-gen opportunities to 
create

Oct. 12th

1. Great for different types of 
technology

2. Learn to sew

3. Large makerspace with 
opportunities to block of 
private classes

4. Makerspace w/ 3D printer,  
tool borrowing

5. Learn, classes- computer, 
crafty, gardening, pottery, 
crochet

6. Learning for adults

7. Would love to see regular 
maker trainings in a multi-
purpose space

8. Summer camp 
makerspace classes would 
be awesome

9. Makers shop would be 
amazing!

10. 3D printer 

5. Yes to 3D printers + 
technology

6. 3d printers, glow forge, 
crafting, anything creative, 
welding, things we dont 
have at home

7. Ornament making, 3d 
sculptures, fused glass, non-
traditional, needle crafts, 
Chicago makerspace

Oct. 9th

1. Like the 3-D printer

2. Promotes ingenuity

3. Adult ed opportunities?

Oct. 12th

1. Lover maker spaces! 3d 
printing, robot building/
programming

2. Love this idea. Tech lab/
makerspace would be great

3. Looking forward to 
enjoying + attending events 
for all ages in the maker 
space

4. Love both 3d printing and 
sewing maker spaces!

Oct. 12th

1. Separate adults/ child 
computers

2. This new technology area 
is wonderfully designed 
+ hoping there will be 
adjustable seating chairs 
(like Standley Lake Library) 
has at computers! Thank you

3. Open makerspace hours 
w/ access to different 
technologies

4. Individual cubicles for 
focus

5. Yes to private computer 
areas

6. Video calls, nooks, study 
rooms that are comfy

7. Smaller rooms not 
clausterphobic, space for 
video calls

Oct. 9th

1. Like the computers

2. Great set up

3.Good design for work area, 
good lighting

Oct. 12th

1. Hoping to have at least 
2 or w/ stand up computer 
stations for disabled people 
that cannot sit for very long!

2. Playing video games, 
extended time kids area and 
parents area!

3. Little kid group and big 
kid group.

4. Woodworking, 3d printing, 
kids specific/safe tools

Oct. 9th

1. Open space and natural 
lighting for kids

2. Open with discovery 
opportunities

3. Open, no headphones, 
interactive media for kids

Oct. 12th

1. Facilities for drone delivery 
of books to homes in the 
area

2. Fun lights

3. Love the lights

4. Would love a makerspace- 
crafts, 3D printing, classes

5. Rental space for 
checkingout tools and more 
specialty items for building, 
etc. 

Oct. 9th

1. Need to cater maker space 
to community

Oct. 12th

1. Program office has sewing 
machine, I would rather see 
spaced used for a kitchen

Oct. 9th

1. Do not like black ceiling-
makes space too dark, too 
industrial

Oct. 12th

1. Not a fan- this feels very 
industrial + unwelcoming

Oct. 9th

1. Sterile

2. Feels closed in, want more 
natural light

3. Uncomfortable, too much 
“office” light

Oct. 12th

1. Open makerspace hours 
beyond Thursday + Friday

2. Where is the quiet room? 
I like the quiet room @ 
Edgewater. It doubles as 
an adult program space for 
language conversation 

Oct. 12th

1. Too many computers

2. Is there a pass to prove 
you are certified w/ the 
technology + have access 

3. Can we purchase a punch 
card or equivalent for larger 
projects to cover supplies

Oct. 12th

1. Young children get 
distracted w/ screens. Would 
rather keep kids tech as 
items to check out. 
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Mail Box – There is not a blue drop off mail box in the 
Candelas area.  Patrons have asked us to explore having 
one installed on site so they can drop off mail. 

Lots of families – lots of resources for storytimes and 
children and teens

Lots of homeschool families in area – They would like a 
place to teach/study

Lots of work from home adults – They would like a place 
to work at the library

Not a lot of places to gather socially – library can fill that 
gap

Books are asked about quite a bit – this community 
wants a library that has a lot of materials. 

Teen users are asking for lots of books. Not enough 
Graphic Novels and Manga in collection.

Lots of interest in volunteering, from both teens and 
adults.

It may not show up in statistics, but I’ve had quite a few 
residents ask about languages, language learning and 
Spanish materials.

Lots of use of outside space – People want to walk and 
ride bikes to the library.  Include bike racks.

Make sure we use universal design, everyone can use the 
space.  

This area has a lot of wind, no shade.  We need to be very 
intentional about outdoor spaces.

They love the candelas holds locker.  Do we keep it there? 
Move it to Coal Creek?  

Patrons love the Express Library. Quite a few have asked 
if we plan on keeping it open after NW is built and have 
requested that we do.  It fills very different needs, and 
they would continue to use both.

Fire is an issue in the area – design to be prepared.

Snow build ups / snow drifts – outdoor design

Maker Space – lots of patrons asking for this in different 
ways.  

Library of Things – check out power tools

Indoor/outdoor space.  Some libraries have used 
combined spaces with large garage doors that can open 
up.  Great idea but would need to be designed in a way 
to prevent outdoors from impacting inside space – birds/
animals/bugs, wind/weather.

Observations and Aspirations

“Throughout the year, I have had many formal and informal meetings with members of the community where they have shared 
what their aspirations are for their new NW location.  We have held or been at 31 different events and spoken with 1,417 members of 
the community about the NW project. Overall community members are very happy with a library being built in the area and expect 
to use its resources quite a bit.  Specific library aspirations that I have heard from the community:”

Bryan Kratish’s (JCPL Staff Member) Community Engagement Summary
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IDEAS FOR THE SPACE

Enclosed teen space (like Belmar)

Large white board wall

More outlets, more USB ports (I asked 
about wireless charging, that wasn’t very 
important)

Study cubbies / spaces

Stools that spin

Real carpet, not like the carpet at Belmar 
(according to the teens, this carpet is 
noisy/squeaky when walking on it)

Gaming

Maker spaces

Recording studio

Bean bags

Squish mellows

Art displays (teen created)

Cozy reading nooks with windows and soft 
music

No wooden chairs. They want comfortable 
and chairs that can lean

Lots of water fountains + water bottle 
fillers

Vending machines / snack bar

Sun puddle – the idea that sun can warm 
a spot through a window

Community art

Activity wall / scavenger hunt / lib tips 
(this came from a discussion about teens 
maybe being bored and having a wall of 
things to do in the library)

Green wall

Colorful murals (lots of discussion about 
lots of colors.  Nothing drab)

No beige

Different art/designs in different parts of 
the library

Kids area could have birds/butterflies 
hanging from ceiling, pull strings for them 
to flap wings.

Graffiti wall / place for impromptu art

Crafting or knitting station

Lots of walking trails outside

Lots of seating for reading outside

There was a lot of discussion about 
bathrooms.  The teens were very vocal in 
wanting single stall unisex/gender neutral 
rooms. 

Warm water from sinks

Coat hangers in bathrooms

Bright lights

Standley Lake - TAB Meeting

We had an extremely fun and productive discussion about what they would like in a new library. Since this is early in the process 
we kept things very open and took ideas that may not work or be in the scope of a library, as well as programming or materials 
feedback. Teens were told about the current timeline, location and size of the new library.  All were extremely excited.  A few knew 
about the library and had come prepared with ideas created at the JCPL Teen TAB summit a few days earlier.  

Interview Notes
Standley Lake Teen Advisory Board Meeting - Middle School 
and High School Students

PROGRAM IDEAS

Tutoring / homework help

Murder mystery / escape room

Virtual reality

Make your own gibbit (small plastic things 
that go on crocs)

Dungeons and dragons

Astronomy / star gazing

Electric bike / yoga / fitness Programs

Graffiti wall

Knitting / crocheting

Cooking programs
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