
Overdrive eBooks - Getting Started 
 

 

 

Important! 

 Overdrive eBooks may be checked out by anyone with a valid JCPL library card, but cannot be 

downloaded to a portable device using a library computer.   

 

You will need: 

 1. A valid library card     2. Internet access      3. Free software for both your computer and the 

 device on which you wish to use your eBooks. 

 

STEP 1 : Download and install the free software. 

 In order to download Adobe ® eBooks, you first need to download Adobe ® Digital Editions  here. 

Look for the installer launch button and follow the prompts.                             

 

STEP 2 : Activate the software.  

 Adobe ® Digital Editions can be activated anonymously or by using an Adobe ID. Anonymous   

activation allows you to download and read DRM-protected eBooks on a single computer only (no 

eBook readers.)  

 Activating using an Adobe ID allows you to download and read DRM-protected eBooks on 

multiple computers and transfer them to supported eBook devices. 

 

To activate: 

A. Open Adobe ® Digital Editions. The Setup Assistant dialog box is displayed. Click Continue.  

B. The Authorize Computer screen is displayed.  

 i. To active anonymously, select the “Don’t Authorize Computer” option.  

 ii. To use an Adobe ID, enter the email address and password for your Adobe ID.  

 (If you do not already have an Adobe ID, right-click on “get an Adobe ID online,” open this page 

 in a new tab, and follow the instructions to sign up for an Adobe ID.) 

C. Click Activate; then click Finish to close the Setup Assistant dialog box. 

 

STEP 3 : Browse for eBooks, check out, download, and enjoy. 

 Browse for eBook titles in JCPL’s Downloadable Media Center.   

 

Tips for browsing: 

  Both PDF and EPUB eBook formats are available. (The EPUB format has reflowable text, which is 

ideal for eReaders. When you resize the text, change the font, or alter your display area, the text 

“reflows” to fit the display screen. The PDF format is only reflowable when this feature is included at 

creation; however, a PDF eBook is an exact replication of the text as printed, which is helpful when 

complex text layouts are reproduced.) 

 

  Click on “Advanced Search” on the left-hand side to limit your results, such as by format  (e.g., 

EPUB only), subject area (e.g., Fiction only) or date added to site (e.g., new titles only.) 

       To limit to titles that are available, check the “Only show titles with copies available” box. 

 

  Titles will stay in your eCart for 30 minutes. You can place 12 titles in your eCart at a time, but you 

can only have 10 titles checked out at a time. A “Wish List” option is provided for you to keep track 

of titles you wish to check out in the future.  

 

http://www.adobe.com/products/digitaleditions/
http://jefferson.lib.overdrive.com/31D84D06-141B-4628-8BD9-26EFB1CDC60E/10/408/en/Default.htm


To check out an eBook: 

 A. Click on “Add to My eCart.” You 

will be asked for your library card 

number. Select the lending period you 

prefer from the drop-down menu (7 

days or 14 days.) Remember that 

eBooks are not renewable. Your 

remaining available checkouts will 

appear at the bottom of the screen. To 

finish, click Confirm check out. 

 

 

To download the checked-out eBook: 

 Click Download. You should already have Adobe ® Digital Editions installed, so you can ignore the 

installation link here. A dialog box will appear requesting which program to use. Make sure Open 

with… Adobe ® Digital Editions is selected; then click OK. 

 

OS Requirements: 

 Adobe ® EPUB and PDF eBooks work with both PCs (Windows ® 2000 SP4 or newer) 

       and Macs (Mac OS X v10.4.10 or newer.) 

 

 

To transfer the eBook to a portable device (eBook reader): 

A. SETUP. The eBook device must be activated in Adobe ® Digital Editions the first time it is used 

(see instructions for activation below.) Also, some devices require additional software (see Compatible 

Devices for eBooks information below.) Both Adobe ® Digital Editions and the eBook device must be 

activated using the same Adobe ID. 

 To activate an eBook device using an Adobe ID: 

1. Connect the eBook device to your computer. Adobe ® Digital Editions launches and detects the 

eBook device. The “Device Setup Assistant” dialog box is displayed. 

2. Click 'Authorize Device'.  Adobe Digital Editions activates the eBook device. You can now 

transfer DRM-protected Adobe eBooks to the device. 

 

 Compatible Devices for eBooks (as of January 2011): 

Sony® readers – Daily Editions PRS-900BC and PRS-950SC; Pocket Editions PRS-300SC, 350SC, 505, 

 and 700; and Touch Editions PRS-600BC and 650BC 

 Adobe ® eBooks can be transferred to supported Sony Readers with v1.1 firmware installed. 

 Adobe ® Digital Editions and the Sony Reader must be activated using the same Adobe ID. Also, 

 you must have the Sony eBook Library software installed on your computer. 

 Barnes & Noble NOOK™  

 To transfer Adobe ® eBooks to a Barnes & Noble NOOK™, Adobe® Digital Editions and the 

 NOOK™ must be activated using the same Adobe ID.  

 Kobo ™ eReader  

 Literati ™ Reader 

 Pandigital® Novel 

 iPhone®, iPod touch®, and iPad® 

 Android™ and other smartphones 

Amazon Kindle™ - more information  

  

 

http://esupport.sony.com/US/perl/select-system.pl?PRODTYPE=74
https://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html?docId=1000718231


 For a complete updated list, please go to http://overdrive.com/resources/drc/ 

 

 

 B. TRANSFER TO DEVICE. First connect your eBook device. You should see an icon for the device 

 in the left-hand pane in Adobe ® Digital Editions. Click and drag the title you wish to transfer to the 

 eBook device icon.  

 

 C. ADDING EBOOK TO ANOTHER COMPUTER. If you have activated Adobe® Digital Editions 

 anonymously, you are only able to read a downloaded Adobe eBook on a single computer. If you 

 have activated Adobe ® Digital Editions using an Adobe ID, you cannot transfer an Adobe eBook 

 title to another computer, but you can download the Adobe eBook on another computer that is 

 activated with the same Adobe ID (up to the title’s maximum allowed downloads; usually 3.) 

 
 

Returning eBooks early: 

 You can “return” eBooks earlier than the due date if you wish 

by choosing Library View then Borrowed; then select the title to 

return. Click the small arrow in the top left corner of the item’s 

icon (Item Options.) Then select “Return Borrowed Item.”  

 

Deleting expired eBooks: 

Downloaded eBooks are not automatically deleted from your 

computer or your device when they expire. Select “Delete item” 

from the Item Options. 

 

A note about expired eBooks on portable devices:  

Some devices will retain an eBook’s access past the expiration date when the device has not been 

 connected to the Adobe ® Digital Editions software. However, as soon as the device is synced with 

 ADE, the status of the eBook will be updated to “expired” and access discontinued. 
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